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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been examined. The claims 6-13 are pending. The examination 
results are as following. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6, 8, 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lai 
(US 6,252,182) in view of Guy et al. (US 6,879,315). 

As to claim 6, Lai discloses in fig. 5, an input element (pressure sensitive pen, col. 2, 
lines 41-42) used for a touch-pad (touchpad not shown in figs., see col. 3, lines 4-5) disposed to 
an information processing apparatus, said touch-pad being responsible to changes of a static 
capacity (see user uses the pressure sensitive to write or draw on the touchpad, see col. 3, lines 9- 
11), said input element (pressure sensitive pen) comprising an electrically-conductive pad 
contact face (see conductible rubber 142) configured to contact the touch-pad (see col. 3, lines 
21-24). However, Lai does not disclose the planar pad contact face to contact the touch pad. 

Guy et al. discloses in figs. 6, 9A-9D, a haptic interface (100) comprising a stylus (40, . 
fig. 6), and planar pad (144, because contact pad adapted to support the user wrist may be 
substantially planar, see col. 15, lines 53-58). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/73 1 ,477 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2629 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to implement the contact pad of substantially planar as taught by Guy et al. into the 
system of Lai for producing the claimed invention because this would provide the actual 
dimensions may be varied, as necessary to accommodate a particular haptic interface 
configurations, orientation, and work volume (see col. 15, lines 60-63). 

As to claims 8, 9, Lai discloses further, the input element having a pencil shape (see 
pressure sensitive pen, fig. 2), the input element making an input to said information processing 
apparatus through said change of said static capacity interfaced by said touch-pad (see user uses 
the pressure sensitive to write or draw on the touchpad, see col. 3, lines 9-11). 

As to claim 11, Lai discloses a method for making an input to an information processing 
apparatus via a touch-pad as discussed, said touch pad of said information processing apparatus 
(because the touchpad has to use with a computer input devices such as keyboard or mouse, and 
allow to a user to write and draw upon the surface of a touch-pad, see background the invention, 
see col. 1, lines 1 1-22), said touch-pad being responsible to a change of a static capacity said 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing an input element (see pressure sensitive pen, fig. 5) comprising a conductive 
pad contact part (see conductible rubber 142, fig. 5) making a face-to-face contact onto said 
touch-pad (see col. 3, lines 21-24); and 

making said input element (pressure sensitive pen, fig. 5) contact to a touch-pad surface 
in a face-to-face manner such that said static capacity is changed (see user uses the pressure 
sensitive to write or draw on the touchpad, see col. 3, lines 9-1 1). 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7, 10, 12, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lai 
(US 6,252,182) in view of Guy et al. (US 6,879,315) and in view of Toyoda et al. (US 
5,210,405). 

As to claims 7, 12, Lai discloses further in fig. 5, the input element (see pressure sensitive 
pen, fig. 5), the input element further comprising a conductive grip part (see plate 153, see fig. 1, 
see col. 2, lines 66-67), the grip part (153) and pad contact part (142) is being connected. Guy et 
al. discloses a planar pad contact surface However, Lai and Guy et al. do not disclose the grip 
part and contact part is being connected via a pivot connection therebetween. Toyoda et al. 
discloses in fig. 1, a pen-type input device comprising a ball rotatable (6, ball should have a 
pivot) supported by an end of a pen-like elongate handle (2) and rotatable in response to the 
movement of the pen- type input device (see abstract, see col. 4, lines 21-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to implement the pen- type input device comprising a ball rotatable supported by an 
end of a pen-like elongate handle as taught by Toyoda et al. into the system of Lai and Guy et al. 
for producing the claimed invention because this would provide the direction of rotation and the 
amount of movement of each respective rotating member is detected by the defecting circuit and 
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detected data are sent to a computer whereby a curve corresponding to the movement of the ball 
is creased on a display surface of the computer (see abstract). 

As to claims 10 arid 13, Lai and Guy et al. do not disclose the contact face is generally 
circular. Toyoda discloses the pen-type input device includes a ball rotatably supported by an 
end of a pen-like elongate handle that is a contact face in circular (see abstract, see col 4, lines 
21-28) and discussed in claim 7. 

Response To Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-13 filed on 9/28/06 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kimnhung Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
December 5, 2006 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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